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Abstract:

In view of the global trends in higher education and the promotion of social and economic ac-
countability of universities, the implementation of regional management structure has been one of
the major decisions of higher education in the country. This decision requires further analysis based
on the behavior of key actors in higher education, whose desired and unintended consequences in the
future research approach are known. In this research, using cognitive map based scenario planning,
the behaviors of the ministry in implementing the regional governance system are investigated and
three scenarios are arranged: Hierarchical, Organic and Balanced next 5 to 10 years. In this research,
in addition to library studies, focus groups, questionnaire and in-depth interviews have been used to
score the importance as well as validate the cognitive map. Mental Modeler software calculations
showed that the policy model in the third scenario is more desirable for implementing the regional

governance of higher education system.

Keywords: Higher education spatial planning, regional governance, futures studies, cognitive

map, scenario
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