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Abstract

Funding of technological and innovative activities is one of the main functions of
innovation systems, and the Iran National Innovation Fund (INIF) is one of the key
actors in realizing this function in Iran's national innovation system. The unique
characteristics of knowledge-based businesses, along with the diversity of their
needs during their life cycle, make the INIF, as the hub of the knowledge-based
financing network, need to establish various links and communications with other
actors of this network. This breadth and variety of communication -which is
potentially prone to the formation of conflict- is mixed with some underlying policy
decisions and has caused some functional and institutional conflicts in this network.
The purpose of this research is to identify and analyze the conflicts of the INIF by
examining the policy context around it and understanding the policy alternatives that
have caused these conflicts. To achieve this goal, first, a conceptual framework for
conflict analysis based on alternative policy propositions has been developed, and
then through the content analysis of the interviews conducted with the
representatives of the said network, policy alternatives causing the conflict have
been identified. In the following, the conflicts have been analyzed based on their
characteristics, actors, duration, and conflict resolution strategies. The findings show
that the conflicts of the innovation fund are categorized into five groups: (1)
provision of resources, (2) INIF mission and services, (3) governance and
management, (4) audiences and recipients, and (5) regulation.
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