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Abstract

Metaphors play a crucial role in simplifying complex concepts and guiding public
discourse, serving as essential tools in governance and policymaking. The fields of
technology and innovation, with their interdisciplinary nature and rapid pace of
change, stand to benefit significantly from these tools. This research aims to
examine the multifaceted roles of metaphors in science and technology governance
and to offer an operational framework for leveraging them. The study investigates
the impact of metaphors in conveying abstract concepts, strengthening
communication among stakeholders, and designing technology and innovation
strategies. For data analysis, a meta-synthesis approach was used, analyzing and
coding 23 relevant scholarly articles that explored the role of metaphors in
technology and innovation. The findings suggest that metaphors are effective tools
for interpreting technological phenomena, creating conceptual frameworks for
innovation, and facilitating the understanding of complex governance issues. The
proposed framework can assist policymakers in using metaphors to enhance policy
communications and improve messaging in the fields of innovation and technology.
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