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Abstract

This study sought to elucidate the role of intellectual property (IP) in inventions—focusing on
the patent system—in either facilitating or impeding entrepreneurial processes in the health
industry. In light of the system’s simultaneously protective and monopolistic features and the
challenges reported in prior literature, the research analyzed the positive, negative, and dual
(simultaneously enabling and constraining) effects of IP on entrepreneurship by examining
the experiences of key stakeholders at the Health Technology Growth Center and the Health
Science & Technology Park of Kermanshah University of Medical Sciences. Using a
qualitative approach with inductive content analysis, snowball sampling continued until data
saturation and yielded 18 semi-structured interviews (average duration: 51 minutes).
Participants were 10 men and 8 women with doctoral (n=8), master’s (n=6), and bachelor’s
(n=4) degrees, comprising 8 growth-center/park staff and 10 company founders/managers.
Data were analyzed using open and axial coding within an inductive content-analysis process.
Credibility and trustworthiness were enhanced through prolonged engagement with the data,
member checking, peer review by the second and third researchers, and the maintenance of
detailed field notes. Findings indicated that patent-based IP in the health industry manifests in
three categories of impact: positive (legal and governance frameworks; growth and market
development of health start-ups; financing and valuation; technology and ecosystem
development; technology and university collaborations; and a culture of health
entrepreneurship), negative (policy-making and implementation deficiencies; security and
competitive risks; and administrative and operational barriers), and dual (competitive
positioning; IP-driven monopolization in health markets; and international challenges). The
results highlight the need for balanced policy-making, institutional and infrastructural
strengthening, knowledge enhancement, and targeted support programs to improve the
system’s facilitative role and reduce the inhibitory effects of the patent regime in the health
industry.
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